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institutions, serves an annual audience of 
more than half a million visitors and operates 
on an $11 million annual budget. For more 
information about this luncheon event,  
go to www.wnrotary.org.

Friday, Feb. 3

Astro-Overnight
Adler Planetarium, 1300 S. Lake Shore Dr., 
Chicago, 5:30 p.m.

Don't miss your chance to spend a night at 
the museum. At an Adler Astro-Overnight, you 
can dream of landing on the Moon, explore 
the surface of Mars and shoot past asteroids. 
Adler’s educators will lead you through 
your Solar System adventure with hands-on 
activities, a special Grainger Sky Theater show 
and award-winning exhibits. This program 
is designed for ages 6-10. Light snacks, 
continental breakfast and two sky shows are 
included. The overnight cost is $60 per person; 
the evening only option is $27.50 per person. 
For more information, call 312/922-7827 or  
go to www.adlerplanetarium.org.

Saturday, Feb. 4
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The Standard Club, 320 Plymouth Court, 
Chicago, 6:30 p.m.

Feeling lucky? Literature for All of Us will host 
Word Play, a Night of Chance to celebrate 
its award-winning program that uses the 
transformative power of literature to create 
communities of readers, writers and critical 
thinkers among Chicago’s undeserved youth. 
Sport casino chic and take a chance in 
poker tournaments and word games such as 
Bananagrams. Since 1996, Literature for All of Us 
has reached over 6,500 young people with  
its unique literacy model that allows participants 
to find their voice and to discover that their 
words matter. Individual tickets start at $195;  
an entourage of 10 is $1,800. For more 
information, go to www.literatureforallofus.org.

Thursday, Feb. 9-11

Winnetka Children’s Hour presents an 
original musical, House Haunters!
Winnetka Community House, 620 Lincoln Ave, 
Winnetka, 7 p.m.

Families will enjoy this hour-long comedy 
performed by local children ages 5-14. This 
year‘s show is the story of three families 
who must spend the night with some silly, 
mischievous ghosts, in order to save a 
mysterious mansion. Filled with music and 
dance, it‘s a show for all ages. Performances are 

Taking a Bite 
Out of Cancer
The North Shore Woman's Board 
and the Chicago Women's Board 
of the American Cancer Society 
partnered with the Book Stall 
of Winnetka to welcome the 
quintessential Martha Stewart to the 
Hilton Orrington Hotel in Evanston 
on Nov. 10. Stewart was on hand to 
deliver signed copies of her newest 
release Martha's Entertaining:  
A Year of Celebration. In what is 
lauded to be her most intimate book 
to date., Martha demonstrates for 
fans what it means to entertain and 
host today, and provides menus and anecdotes for dreaming and planning, as well  
as delectable yet manageable recipes. More than 320 guests including the mistress  
of ceremonies, ABC 7 News anchor Kathy Brock enjoyed lunch while listening to  
Martha discuss her life and work. The benefit raised more than $15,000 for the ACS.  
For more information, go to www.cancer.org.

In preparation for its annual Nite Lites fundraising event, families from Sacred Heart School of Winnetka have been busy in recent 
months hosting “gift gathering” parties. In addition to fostering fun and friendship, guests make donations of cash used to underwrite 
Nite Lites, now in its 34th year, as well as gifts-in-kind for the silent and live auctions. On Nov. 17, fifteen families co-hosted a “Girl’s 
Night Out” event a la maison de Brunhofer. Champagne was flowing along with French wine, both red and white. Guests also 
indulged in crudities and fromage donated by An Apple a Day of Glencoe. In addition, there was a petit marche featuring French 
ornaments and Oui Madame of Winnetka generously donated 10 percent of its pre-tax sales to the cause. Then on Dec. 10, in an 
effort to wish tout le monde a “Joyeux Noel,” seventeen Sacred Heart families co-hosted a “Christmas Gift Gathering” party chez 
Roddy in Glencoe. A highlight of the evening was the Early Bird Raffle drawing, which was capped at only 900 tickets and garnered 
a cash prize of $1,000. All Early Bird Raffle ticket holders were re-entered into la Grande Raffle. The final gift gathering party will be 
a “Family St. Patrick’s Day” party on Mar. 10. The Sacred Heart school will undergo a renaissance during the big event — Nite Lites, 
"Vive la France," on Apr. 28. For more information, go to www.sacredheart-winnetka.org.     	                       — Elizabeth Smiley

Connie Teska of Chicago, 
one of the author 
luncheon co-chairs poses 
with fellow co-chair 
Shannon Weasler of 
Glenview, Martha Stewart, 
Stacey Barrins, president 
of the American Cancer 
Society Chicago board, and 
Andrea Hurteau, president 
of the American Cancer 
Society North Shore board.

Kathy Brock with Martha Stewart Nite Lites 2012 Vive la France Co-Chairs:  Sherri Mullins of 
Winnetka, Aisling Toland of Winnetka, and Suzanne Kilroy  
of Glencoe.

Sharn Hoffman of Glencoe, Jody Savino of Winnetka, Michelle Kane of Winnetka, Kris Byrnes 
of Highland Park, and Karen Brunhofer of Winnetka hostess of the evening.

Decor of the evening, fabulous French faire 
provided by Julie O'Brien.

Two of our bartenders and Sacred Heart dads:  Michael Kane and 
Mike Craddock. 

Barb Erhardt of Glencoe savors a glass of wine with Ashley 
Skelly or Glencoe and Sue McGuire of Winnetka.

Bobbie Vender of 
Winnetka is shown with 
ACS North Shore board 
members Betty Rendell 
of Winnetka, Shannon 
Weasler of Glenview, and 
Ann Lynch of Northbrook. 

Ooh La La
Winnetka's Sacred Heart School Counts Down to Nite Lites 2012.
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Thursday, Feb. 9 and Friday, Feb. 10 at 7:00 pm; 
and Saturday, Feb. 11 at 10:30 am. For more 
information, call 847/784-0720 or go to  
www.winnetkachildrenshour.org.

Saturday, Feb. 11

Bingo Night
Winnetka Community House, 620 Lincoln Ave., 
Winnetka, 6:30 p.m.

Bring your friends to play this traditional family 
game complete with kid and adult beverages, 
popcorn, snacks and prizes. In response to 
past popularity, the WCH is providing more 
space, snacks, bingo cards and markers this 
year. Old and young alike will enjoy this annual 
event. Cost is $15 per person. Additional bingo 
cards will be available for purchase. For more 
information, call 847/446-0537 or go to www.
winnetkacommunityhouse.org.

Saturday, Feb. 11-12

Luna Negra Dance Theater and Thodos 
Dance Chicago Winter Engagement
North Shore Center for Performing Arts, 
Centre East Theatre, 9501 Skokie Blvd., 
Skokie, 8 p.m.

Chicago-based contemporary dance companies 
Luna Negra Dance Theater and Thodos Dance 
Chicago will join forces to perform a joint world 

premier concert under the guidance of both 
artistic directors and incorporating dancers from 
both troupes. This shared program will also boast 
several “greatest hits” selections from each 
company’s repertoires. Luna Negra will present 
Flabbergast, a work that depicts in an exuberant 
way the bewilderment of experiencing a foreign 
culture for the first time; and Bate, which utilizes 
whimsical, cinematic staging and inventive props 
to portray the punch-drunk intoxications of love. 
Thodos will present Getting There, a playful 
nod to the company coming full circle since its 
founding 20 years ago, as well as its celebrated 
early work Chant. Tickets are $36 to $46.  
For more information, call 847/673-6300  
or go to www.northshorecenter.org.

Saturday, Feb. 18

Music Institute of Chicago Faculty and 
Guest Artist Series Concert: Violinist 
Cyrus Forough
Music Institute of Chicago, 1490 Chicago Ave., 
Evanston, 7:30 p.m.

Laureate of the Tchaikovsky International Violin 
Competition, Cyrus Forough has performed 
in recitals and with orchestras throughout four 
continents, including broadcasts on radio and 
television and command performances for 
international dignitaries. His unique succession 
of studies makes him a prominent representative 

of the Franco-Belgian school of violin playing, as 
he studied with legendary artists David Oistrakh, 
Josef Gingold, and Arthur Grumiaux. Forough 
is a professor at Carnegie Mellon University, 
an Artist faculty member of the Music Institute 
of Chicago, and is a visiting professor at the 
Eastman School of Music. Forough will perform 
Chaconne by Bach, Sonata for Violin and Piano 
No. 6 in A Major, Op. 30 No. 1 by Beethoven, 
and Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 1 in  
F minor, Op. 80 by Prokofiev. Tickets are $25, 
$15 for seniors and $10 for students. For more 
information, call 847/905-1500 or go to  
www.musicinst.org.

Monday, Feb. 20

Dave Rudolf Concert, a Winnetka 
Community House Showcase
Winnetka Community House, 620 Lincoln Ave., 
Winnetka, 11-noon

Escape the winter blues and join the fun as Dave 
Rudolf presents his version of a beach party. This 
totally interactive show features Dave’s original 
music as well as some fun in the sun songs such 
as “Hot, Hot, Hot” and “Sonora.” Be prepared 
to Hula Hoop, limbo dance and have a rockin’ 
time. Tickets are $5; children younger than 2 are 
free. For more information, call 847/446-0537  
or go to www.winnetkacommunityhouse.org.

"Cooler By the Lake":  
 Celebrating Wilmette's Historic Lakefront 

     Making its debut on Nov. 6, "Cooler by the Lake" is an original 
exhibit highlighting the rich history of Wilmette’s lakefront
Wilmette’s earliest settlers knew a lakeshore of high, wooded bluffs 
overlooking a lake whose waves were steadily eroding away the 
bare shoreline. There were no harbors, no piers, no breakwaters, 
and only a few narrow strips of sand to serve as a beach. 
     That landscape has changed dramatically over time, profoundly 
transforming the relationship between Wilmette’s citizens and their 
lake. The Wilmette Historical Museum’s new exhibit, “Cooler by the 
Lake,” takes a lighthearted but informative look at that relationship, 
from the village’s early days to the present. 
     Visitors will encounter the colorful stories of the people who 
transformed the lakeshore, from Pearl B. Martin, who campaigned 
to make Wilmette Beach respectable, to Carbon Petroleum Dubbs, 

who pushed through the building of Wilmette’s water plant, to 
Benjamin Marshall, whose lavish lakeside mansion provided the 
first real home to Wilmette’s new yacht club. 
     Wilmette’s beach fashions are likewise on display, from a wool 
bathing costume of the Roaring Twenties to an itsy-bitsy bikini of 
the Swinging Sixties. 
      Maps, video, artwork and digital imagery all help to tell such 
stories as the astonishing engineering feat that led to the Sanitary 
Canal and the creation of Gillson Park, the dramatic vista of 
Suicide Hill in wintertime, and the bizarre tale of the “Port of 
Missing Men,” a clubhouse (with cannon!) that once floated in 
Wilmette Harbor. 
     For more information, call 847/853-7666 or go to  
www.wilmettehistory.org.

Luna Negra Dance Theater and Thodos Dance Chicago
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Having A Ball
Lyric Opera of Chicago hosts gala opening.
On Saturday, Oct. 1, the Project Woman’s Board of the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago hosted the Opening Night Gala Benefit 
and Opera Ball.  A capacity audience of 3,500 attended 
the Opening Night Gala Benefit performance of Jacques 
Offerbach’s The Tales of Hoffmann at the Civic Opera House.  
After the final bow, 625 guests attended the Opera Ball  
at the Hilton Chicago. Together, the events raised $875,000.  
For more information, go to www.lyricopera.org.

Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Operathon 
2011 Hits A High Note
The Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Operathon 2011 surpassed its goal by $75,000 and raised 
a record-breaking $500,000 at its annual live-radio marathon fundraiser on 98.7WFMT. 
On Saturday, Oct. 15 the 16-hour broadcast from Lyric’s administrative offices in the Civic 
Opera House went on the air at 8 a.m. Concluding at midnight, the broadcast marked the 
32nd anniversary of Operathon. Several Lyric stars made on-air appearances throughout 
the fundraiser including Renée Fleming, Lyric’s Creative Consultant and Operathon 
catalog “cover girl”; Sir Andrew Davies, Lyric’s music director; The Tales of Hoffmann 
stars Matthew Polenzani, James Morris, and Anna Christy; Lucia di Lammermoor star 
Giuseppe Filianoti and conductor Massimo Zanetti; title-role stars Amber Wagner/
Ariadne auf Naxos and Sondra Radvanovsky/Aida; and Show Boat director Francesca 
Zambello. Proceeds of Operathon support the Lyric Opera’s education and community-
engagement programs, serving more than 135,000 children, adults, and seniors in the 
Chicago area each year. For more information, go to www.lyricopera.org.
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Opera Ball chairman Karen Gray of Lake Forest shown (l to r) with Lyric general director 
Anthony Freud of Chicago and Opening Night chairman Trisha Rooney Alden of Chicago.
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Above left to right:  Richard P. and Susan Kiphart of 
Winnetka.
Pat and Shirley Ryan of Winnetka with Mrs. Ryan’s sister 
Marlene Phillips. 
Lester and Renée Crown of Wilmette.
Greg and Mamie Case of Winnetka

Lyric tenor Matthew Polenzani (ctr) shares opening night 
with his parents Bob & Linda Polenzani of Wilmette.

 


